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Dear Neighbor:

These are tough economic times for 5th Congressional District residents, Minnesotans and America. With
our state and federal budgets running rivers of red ink, deep cuts to vital programs that provide essential services to
our communities are being made—with more likely to come.

The policies and the priorities of the Bush Administration have been criticized by most economic advisors as
wrong.

One need only look around to see the proof of these failed policies. Unemployment today stands at 6%. The
President has overseen the loss of more than 2.3 million jobs since he took office (59,300 in Minnesota), an
average of 73,000 people a month—the worst rate of job losses in the last two decades.

We had a budget surplus of over $86 billion outside of Social Security in 2000. Today, we are looking at a
budget deficit of $453 billion outside of Social Security for 2003.

Of course, some believe we must not criticize the Administration’s economic policies because our nation has
been at war. The fact is the economic effects of that war haven’t yet been felt, and won’t be for quite some time.

Still the Administration insists on calling for more of the same—more tax breaks for the wealthy—$726
billion more! It makes no sense to insist on additional tax breaks—especially while fighting a war on terrorism,
and paying for the occupation of not one, but two nations—Afghanistan and Iraq. A Minnesota think tank recently
estimated our state could lose as much as $280 million over the next two years with the President’s latest tax cut.”

Something’s got to give. Unfortunately, under this Administration, it’s our kids’ education, our cities’ infra-
structure, our seniors’ healthcare, and our neighbors’ jobs. There is nothing compassionate or conservative about
pitting grandparents against kids for federal dollars. Those are not family values. To be sure, we live in a dangerous
world and we must find the resources to ensure our homeland security. However, not at the expense of our com-
munities’ needs. We may win the war on terrorism, but what a hollow victory.

At this difficult time, it is imperative we choose wisely where our hard-earned tax dollars are going. As a
senior member of the House Appropriations Committee, I work very hard to make sure Minnesotans get the most
return from the federal taxes they pay.

We’ve been very successful this year in acquiring over $164 million dollars coming back to work for 5th
District residents and the state of Minnesota. A portion of this newsletter highlights some of these worthy projects.
I’m proud to have successfully fought for our rightful share. I hope you take equal pride in your tax dollars at work.

One of our elder Minnesota statesmen, former Governor (and Republican) Elmer L. Andersen put it best:
“Taxes are the way people join hands to get good things done. That’s the tradition in Minnesota.” You have my
word, as your Congressman, I will continue to work very hard for a more secure, and economically prosperous,
future for all.

As always, please feel free to contact my office to share your concerns on any issue, or if you or your family
needs assistance with a federal problem, program or agency.

Sincerely,

Martin Olav Sabo
Member of Congress



Congressman Sabo confers with Minnesota Commissioner of Public Safety, Rich Stanek,
on homeland security needs in Minnesota.

Sabo Named to Homeland Security Panel
Congressman Martin Olav Sabo, serving his thirteenth term in the House of Representatives, is the ranking

Democrat on the newly created House Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security.
Sabo said, “As a nation, we face great uncertainty at home and abroad. The American people expect

the Department of Homeland Security to respond to new threats while safeguarding our freedoms and
quality of life. There’s no greater responsibility than protecting Americans. Developing sound policy and
making responsible fiscal choices are never easy tasks. However, in the context of homeland security,
the stakes couldn’t be higher.”

“I am honored to have this opportunity to guide the domestic fight against terrorism. Serious chal-
lenges lie ahead, and tough questions must be asked to ensure that Americans are well served by this
new Department.”

The new Subcommittee will oversee and allocate federal funds for the agencies and programs within the
new Department of Homeland Security, including: the Transportation Security Administration, Office of Emer-
gency Preparedness, Federal Emergency Management Agency, the new bureaus of the former Immigration and
Naturalization Service and numerous others directly involved in security.

Sabo added, “I take very seriously these new responsibilities. Over the past year, on the Transporta-
tion Subcommittee, we worked hard to start the TSA and reinforce the Coast Guard’s port security
mission. I’m eager to bring that experience to this new role.”

The Subcommittee on Homeland Security was created this year in an effort to centralize the decisions on
funding Homeland Security. Before the Subcommittee was created, eight different subcommittees had jurisdic-
tion over funding.

Sabo, won a seat on the powerful House Appropriations Committee as a freshman. He also serves on the
Defense and Commerce, Justice, State and the Judiciary Subcommittees.

Sabo is not new to leadership positions, having served as chairman of the House Budget Committee in the
103rd Congress; ranking member on the same panel in the 104th Congress; and ranking member on the Trans-
portation Subcommittee; as well as numerous leadership positions within the House Democratic Caucus.

The President’s Economic Scorecard:
Shrinking Opportunities for All Minnesotans

THEN NOW
21 million private-sector jobs created between January 1993
and January 2001.
5.7 million unemployed in December 2000.
0.6 million Americans unemployed for 27 weeks or longer in
December 2000.
Value of stock holdings grew $8.5 trillion between January
1993 and January 2001.
Budget surplus of $86 billion outside of Social Security in
2000.
At the beginning of Bush Administration, federal debt pro-
jected to be virtually eliminated by 2008.
Industrial production grew 43 percent between January 1993
and January 2001.
Real GDP increased at an average rate of 3.6 percent from
1993 through 2000.
Real business investment increased at a 9.3 percent annual
rate from 1993 through 2000.
Consumer confidence index averaged 139 in 2000, the high-
est yearly average on record.

2.5 million private-sector jobs lost between January 2001 and
February 2003.
8.4 million unemployed in January 2003.
1.9 million Americans unemployed for 27 weeks or longer in
February 2003.
Value of stock market fell $4.6 trillion between January 2001
and March 2003.
Budget deficit of $453 billion outside of Social Security in
2003.
In the House Republican budget, federal debt projected for
2008 at $4.8 trillion, up from current level of $3.5 trillion.
Industrial production fell 2.7 percent between January 2001
and February 2002.
Real GDP increased at an average rate of 1.5 percent in 2001
and 2002.
Real business investment fell at a 5.6 percent annual rate in
2001 and 2002.
Consumer confidence index dropped to 79 in January 2003,
the lowest in over nine years.



On their visit to Washington, D.C., Congressman Sabo met with Augsburg College students who raised
social justice and community housing concerns.

✪

“Operation Shared Sacrifice”
Sabo Ties Airline Bailout to Executive Salaries

Congressman Martin Sabo offered an amendment tying airline executives’ compensation packages directly to
their requests for emergency assistance as a part of the legislation recently passed by the Congress to pay for the war in
Iraq.

He said, “Call this our homeland coalition of the willing. When the airlines are cutting employees and flights,
the executives should agree to reduce their compensation as well—particularly as a fair price for the $3.2 billion
airline aid contained in this bill.”

“We all understand the tremendous economic hit the airlines have taken during these difficult times. We are
willing to do our part to ensure both the safety and security of our troops abroad, and the vitality of our economy at
home. Airline executives should do no less.”

“When it comes to reform, executives need to walk the walk. Demonstrate that in return for taxpayers’ help,
things are really going to be different. Again, the public understands shared sacrifice. Airline executives must do so
as well.”

Sabo Secures $164.16 Million for Minnesota Projects

When the funding was signed into law, Sabo said, “Every year I fight hard in the annual Appropria-
tions process to make sure that Minnesota gets its fair share. Providing for our state and the 5th
District’s many interests is one of my most important responsibilities, and I am proud to be able to
support so many important projects in 2003.”

Here are some of the over 35 projects that will receive Federal funds at Congressman Sabo’s request:
• Hiawatha Light Rail
• Northwest Bus Corridor
• The Green Institute biomass plant co-op—Phillips neighborhood
• Council on Crime and Justice’s Racial Disparity Initiative
• Southside Family Nurturing Center facility rehabilitation
• Metropolitan Council Job Access/Reverse Commute Program
• County 81 at 36th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge—Robbinsdale
• Hiawatha Avenue at 28th Street Pedestrian/Bicycle Crossing
• Reuben Lindh Family Services’ Family Focus Preschool Program
• Bureau of Mines to Community Use Project
• Artspace, Inc.’s Collaborative Arts Education Project with Shubert Center
• Minnesota Historical Society Mill City Museum Mississippi River Exhibit
• Jewish Family and Children’s Service’s Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities Program—St. Louis

Park, Golden Valley, Hopkins
• Metro Transit Buses—Downtown Minneapolis Circulator/63rd Avenue Park & Ride
• Lyndale Avenue Bridge spanning I-494—Richfield

Funding Included in FY2003 Omnibus Appropriations Agreement

✪



A Legacy of Environmental Degradation?

Visit Congressman Sabo online at www.house.gov/sabo
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Environmental Patriotism

In his inaugural address, President Bush said the
American story is one of a people “united across
generations by grand and enduring ideals.” Hearing
these words, I envisioned my own grandchildren, and
the legacy we will pass to their generation, such as the
shared desire to preserve and improve upon clean
water, clean air, and wild public land resources. How-
ever, the environmental policies and proposals of this
Administration run counter to this common vision, and
should concern every American.

• Clean Air Act
The Administration’s “Clear Skies Initiative” does not

address carbon dioxide emissions, the number one con-
tributor to global warming. Over the next ten years, the
Clear Skies Initiative would allow 21 million tons more
pollution than what would be allowed by enforcing
current law. Unlike the Clean Air Act, the Clear Skies
Initiative would be voluntary, polluters would not be re-
quired to report or track emissions, and there would be
no penalties for non-compliance. Experts predict this
will result in 100,000 more premature deaths and mil-
lions more asthma attacks and other serious illnesses.

• New Source Review
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has

proposed regulations to exempt the oldest, dirtiest
power plants from New Source Review standards re-
quiring plants to install new pollution control equipment
when making improvements. This “grandfather clause”
would allow the worst polluters to avoid installing tech-
nology to reduce emissions.

• Clean Water Act
In January, the EPA proposed regulations to limit

the jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act to only “navi-
gable” waterways. This proposal would exempt about
20 million acres of wetlands from the Clean Water Act.
The EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also issued
regulations preventing local offices from enforcing the

Clean Water Act for nearly 50 percent of our nation’s
streams.

• Forest Fire Prevention
President Bush’s “Healthy Forests Initiative” would

allow logging companies to “thin” our national forests
in the name of fire prevention. The proposal would
invest more resources in logging than in “community
protection zones” near homes and businesses most
vulnerable to forest fires. The proposal would also limit
key components of forest management policy: citizen
participation, scientific analysis, and judicial review.
Although I voted against it, the House of Representa-
tives approved legislation similar to the Healthy Forests
Initiative on May 20th.

• Public Lands
Earlier this year, the Bureau of Land Management

(BLM) reinterpreted a provision of an 1866 mining law,
known as R.S. 2477, to allow virtually anyone to build
roads across public lands by claiming a “right of way.”
This means cow-paths, hiking trails, and even streams
could be paved over by anyone staking a claim. On
April 3rd, Interior Secretary Norton also issued new
regulations to prohibit BLM from designating wilderness
study areas or reviewing land for wilderness designa-
tion.

These examples barely scratch the surface of the
environmental rollbacks proposed in the past two years.
In fact, the Office of Management and Budget has even
directed the EPA to value the lives of those 70 years of
age and older at 63% than that of younger Americans
when calculating the health impacts of its policies. If
we continue down this wrong path, I fear our grandchil-
dren will have more polluted air, more toxic water, and
public lands where the roads outnumber the trees. This
is not my vision, and I will fight just as vigorously to
preserve and protect the environment and to ensure a
quality standard of living for future generations. After
all, environmental protection is not only a core Minne-
sota value, but also the American way.


